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“Iraq/Babylon and Last Days’ Prophecy” 

Babylon, in the Bible, is referenced in the sense of a kingdom, a city, and a system. In Genesis 11, Babylon is IDEALIZED; in Daniel 1-5, it is IMPERIALIZED; in Isaiah 13-14, 47, Jeremiah 50-51, and Zechariah 5:5-11, it is PROPHESIED; and in Revelation 17-18, it is GLOBALIZED and then ANNIHILATED. 
Historic Babylon generally relates to the area known today as Iraq. The historic capital city was initially called Babel which was built by Nimrod (cf. Gen. 10:10, 11:1-9). This location became the fountain head of all false religion (cf. Rev. 17:5). The essence and spirit of BABYLON is spelled out in Genesis 11:4. 

Genesis 11:4 (NKJV)
And they said, “Come, let us [unity] build ourselves a city [government] and a tower whose top is in the heavens [religion] let us make a name for ourselves [pride] lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth [rebellion].”
The key concept defining Babylon is UNIFIED, PRIDEFUL REBELLION CENTERED IN THE UNION OF FALSE RELIGION AND GOVERNMENT. It finds its apex in Antichrist and his one world order; involving a one-world government, a one-world economy, and a one-world religion. 

The Bible is VERY clear that in the last days a “Babylonian System” will be centered in the rebuilt city of Babylon. Isaiah 13:19 says that it will be overthrown in the context of “the day of the Lord” just as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. Historically, Babylon was never overthrown cataclysmically as described in Isa. 13 and Jer. 50-51. However, the book of Revelation predicts such a future overthrow (Rev. 18:17, 19).
Zechariah 5:5-11 presents a vision in which evil, personified as a woman, is carried back to the land of Shinar [Babylon] when the time is ready (v. 11).
After the flood, the first outbreak of evil in the world occurred at Babylon. Everything will come full circle. The world’s first capital city will be the place of its final city, Babylon. I believe this means that, in the end times, Babylon will become the world capital of an evil world economic system run by Antichrist.    – Mark Hitchcock in the book THE SECOND COMNG OF BABYLON, p. 99
The revived city of Babylon is repeatedly mentioned in the book of Revelation. Many have said that Babylon there is to be taken symbolically, but in reality, all the locations in the book of Revelation are to be taken LITERALLY, unless the text clearly indicates otherwise (cf. Rev. 11:8). God did not speak to us in CODE, but normally/literally. When God says Jerusalem, He means Jerusalem; when He says Ephesus, He means Ephesus; when He says Israel, He means Israel; and when He says Babylon, He means Babylon (cf. Rev. 17:5, 15). Revelation 14:8-10 and 17:3-6 tightly link Antichrist to the rebuilt city of Babylon, which strongly suggests that this will be his commercial capital of the world. 
When the U.S.A. went to war in Iraq five years ago, the talk was about “nation building” with the goal of rebuilding the nation of Iraq/Babylon. I don’t know what part this war might play in the big picture, but I do know the Bible teaches that in the last days, BABYLON will ultimately become the dominate force in world affairs religiously, economically, and governmentally. Babylon, ultimately, will be the catalyst for world unity under Antichrist. End-time drama closely links Europe (The Revived Roman Empire) and Iraq (Babylon) as the hub of Antichrist’s world empire.
Thot: “The book of beginnings, Genesis, teaches us that human history began in the valley of the Tigris and  

            Euphrates. Amazingly, the Bible also says that man’s history in this age will end there as well.” 

· Mark Hitchcock – The Second Coming of Babylon, p. 37
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