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“The Importance of Prophecy”

      It has become theologically fashionable in many “Christian” circles to avoid teaching related to PROPHECY.  It is considered to controversial, too speculative, or relatively insignificant in terms of real life importance. Certainly, there are those that have abused the subject (cf. 2 Tim. 2:15-18), but the fact remains that the Bible is a PROPHETIC book. Prophecy is there for a purpose! 

   More than one-fourth of the Bible was prophecy (c. 28%) when it was written. Prophecy experts have found at least 300 fulfilled prophecies in relation to Christ’s first coming. They find at least 1000 specific prophecies in the Bible of which 500 have already been literally fulfilled. 

    God, through His servants, predicted many things as recorded in the Scriptures, some of which were fulfilled near at hand, and some of which are yet to be fulfilled. One reason we can be sure of a future fulfillment of all prophecy is because of what has already been fulfilled. For example: All the prophecies related to the first coming of Christ were literally fulfilled so we can be assured that all those related to the second coming will also literally be fulfilled. 
    God has the ability to predict what is going to happen in the future. God alone can do this. He knows the future because He controls it (cf. Dan. 2:20-23). This is the glory of God (cf. Isa. 42:8-9, Rev. 19:10). The book of Revelation is largely prophetic. It is the one book that promises a special blessing to both the reader and the hearer (cf. Rev. 1:3). Those faithful in teaching the whole counsel of God will not neglect prophecy (cf. Acts 20:27, 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
Prophecy and Evangelism: God’s pattern is to warn people before bringing judgment (cf. Ezek. 33:1-11, Amos 3:7). For 120 years Noah preached righteousness before the judgment of the flood came (cf. Gen. 6:3, 2 Pt. 2:5). For hundreds of years the prophets called Israel to repentance prior to the judgment of captivity (cf. 2 Kg. 24-25). For 2000 years the church has been calling people to repentance because God has appointed a day on which He will judge the world (cf. Acts 17:30-31). God has deposited His truth to the church and commissioned her to warn the world (cf. Mk 16:15-16,  2 Cor. 5:20, 1 Tim. 3:15, Revelation). Fulfilled prophecy in the resurrection of Christ gives assurance that God is also one day going to judge the whole world as has been prophesied (cf. Acts 10:42, 17:30-31, 1 Pet. 4:5). In effect, the Church is saying to the world “REPENT FOR JUDGMENT DAY IS COMING!” (cf. Rev. 22:17)
Prophecy and Sanctification: Prophetic truth in the NT is consistently presented as a motivation to holy living. In Romans 13, Paul exhorts the believer to holiness because “now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.” (cf. Rom. 13:11-14). In Titus we find that the grace of God teaches us how to live as we are looking for the glorious appearing of Jesus Christ (cf. Titus 2:11-14). John urges the believer to abide in Christ so we are not ashamed at His coming (1 Jn. 2:28). Furthermore, John says that all who have the hope of seeing Christ and thereby being transformed to be like Him, purify themselves just as He is pure (cf. 1 Jn. 3:2-3). As Peter concludes his second letter, he addresses the second coming of Christ and last things. In light of this, he says, “Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless” (2 Pet. 3:14). In Revelation, Jesus says, “Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.” (Rev. 3:11). And at the conclusion of the book He says, “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.” (Rev. 22:12). 

Thot: Prophetic truth is a key proof of God’s sovereignty and man’s accountability.  
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