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The War of Gog and Magog - Ezekiel 38-39 

The Bible teaches the reality of TWO DISTINCT “last days” wars that will be prominent. The first is commonly called the “War of Gog and Magog” as referenced in Ezekiel 38-39. The second is called the “War of Armageddon” as referenced in Revelation 18-19, etc. 

Ezekiel teaches that in the latter years (cf. 38:8, 16) a great coalition led by Russia (Rosh) will come from the NORTH to invade Israel. This coalition will be led by Gog, who is the KEY leader from Russia. Gog is a title related to a CZAR-like position. The coalition as found in Ezekiel 38-39 is as follows.
Rosh = Russia

Magog = Central Asia consisting largely of the former Soviet Republics. 

Meshech = Turkey

Tubal = Turkey, southern Russia, and Iran

Perisa = Iran (Name changed from Persia to Iran in 1935)

Ethiopia = Sudan

Libya

Gomer = Turkey

Togarmah = Turkey

Many peoples with you = Other Islamic nations

(Information source – Mark Hitchcock in the book “The Coming Islamic Invasion of Israel” –p. 59)

The land areas mentioned in Ezek. 38-39 largely correspond to Central Asia. All of these countries, with the exception of Russia, are Muslim nations. In this context, the ONE noteworthy country not mentioned in this coalition is IRAQ/BABYLON. Antichrist emerges out of the revived Roman Empire (European Union) (cf. Dan. 2, 7, 9:26), but eventually has the city of BABYLON as his eastern commercial capital (cf. Isa.. 13-14, Jer. 50-51, Rev. 17-18). 
When will the War of Gog and Magog take place? Three times Ezekiel 38 emphasizes it is when Israel is back in the land and DWELLING SAFELY (cf. 38:8, 11, 14). Prophetically, there is only one time when Israel will have a period of relative perceived “safety”. That will be in the FIRST HALF of the Tribulation Period (70th week of Daniel) after Israel has entered into a firm covenant with Antichrist (cf. Dan. 9:27, cf. 1 Thess. 5:1-3). Since Antichrist is in league with Israel, it explains why he (Babylon/Iraq) is not mentioned in the alliance of Ezek 38-39. In effect this attack from the north against Israel will be seen as an attack against him. But before Antichrist can mount a full scale retaliation, God HIMSELF destroys the Northern Alliance (cf. Ezek. 38:21-23, 39:3, 6). However, I take it that Antichrist will then exploit the situation, taking credit for the overthrow of Gog (cf. Rev. 13:3-5). Antichrist will now be in a position to rule the entire world which he will do for three and one-half years (cf. Rev. 13:5-8).  
“The first specific country he [Ezekiel] named as part of the Russian alliance was Persia (Ezekiel 38:5). Until March 21, 1935, Persia was the official name of the country we now call Iran. But never in the last 2,500 years have Russia and Iran had a military alliance.”

 – Joel Rosenberg in Epicenter, p. 104

“I believe current events in Iran and the Middle East are part of the stage setting for the end-time drama. We are witnessing a growing alliance of Muslim nations and Russia that is strikingly similar to the group of nations that will swoop down to invade Israel in the latter days, according to Ezekiel 38-39. This is a sign of the times that indicates we are likely near the beginning of the tribulation.” 
– Mark Hitchcock in “The Apocalypse of Ahmadinejad” p. 125
Thot: “Whether you like it or not, the Zionist regime is on the road to being eliminated.”

                                    – Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, President of Iran     (For God’s view, read Ezekiel 38-39!)
Earnestly Contending, Pastor Dwight Oswald

