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Three Great “Stage Setting” Realities 

SPECIFIC last days’ prophetic “signs” essentially revolve around Israel. In distinction, last days’ terminology in reference to the church age speaks of general trends that define the age cf. 1 Cor. 10:11, 1 Tim. 4:1, 2 Tim. 3:1, Heb. 1:2, Ja. 5:3, 1 Pt. 1:5, 20, 2 Pt. 3:3, 1 Jn. 2:18, Jude 18, etc.).  As such, the church is not looking for signs per se, but for the IMMINENT blessed hope - the appearing of the Savior (cf. Titus 2:13). The RAPTURE is an “in Christ” event – that is to say it is a CHURCH-only event (cf. 1 Thess. 4:16-17). Following the Rapture of the Church, the “last days” SIGNS will all have their fulfillment as God resumes and fulfills His prophetic program with Israel in accordance with the 70th week of Daniel (cf. Dan. 9:27).  So the church is not looking for last days’ signs, but some of them may cast their shadows prior to the rapture. In fact, Heb. 10:25 may hint at this reality when it speaks of seeing “the Day (of Christ’s coming) approaching” (cf. Heb. 10:37). These fore-shadowings are also called last days’  “stage setting” by theologians. Note THREE prominent stage-setting realities.  

ONE: Israel is back in the land. In order for last days’ prophecy to be fulfilled, Israel must be back in the land. The re-establishment of the nation in 1948 thus became a MAJOR “stage setting” event regarding the end times. Some call this the SUPER SIGN. The Bible teaches that in the last days, Israel would first come back to the land in BLINDNESS/UNBELIEF (cf. Ezek. 20:33-38, 22:17-22, 36:22-24, Ezek. 37-39, Dan. 9:24-27, Zeph. 2:1-2). At the second coming, Israel will be fully re-gathered in BELIEF (cf. Deut. 4:29-31, 30:1-10, Isa. 43:5-7, Jer. 16:14-15, 31:7-10, Ezek. 11:17-20, Joel 3:1, Amos 9:14-15, Zech. 10:8-12, Matt. 24:31, Rom. 11:26-27). The Bible predicted that three times, Israel would be out of the land followed by three returns. The FIRST departure was in the time of Joseph (cf. Gen. 15:13-14, 37-50). Under Moses, they began the first return in Exodus which was completed under Joshua. The SECOND departure happened in relation to the Assyrian captivity (721 BC) and the Babylonian Captivity (586 BC). After 70 years in Babylon, the Jews once again returned to the land (cf. Jer. 29:10, Ezra).  In Lk. 21:24, Jesus predicted yet a THIRD scattering among the nations. This was fulfilled in A.D. 70. Then in 1948 the Jews were yet again re-established in the land in accordance with last days’ prophecy. The Bible predicts ONLY 3 departures and 3 returns to the land (albeit the third return has two stages). Israel is back in the land!!!
TWO: The formation of a Northern Alliance involving Russia, Iran, and a coalition of Muslim nations. 

 In mid-October 2007 the President of Russia, Vladimir Putin, made a historic trip to Iran (the first by a Russian leader since 1943) to visit with Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (President of Iran) and defended Iran having the right to possess nuclear weapons. Putin also met with some of the Central Asian leaders in the region of the Caspian Sea. Regarding this budding alliance, President Bush warned that if Iran gets nuclear weapons, World War Three may be in view. These events certainly should give us pause and cause us to look up and say “PERHAPS TODAY”. If we understand and believe the prophets, these events are incredibly relevant. Ahmadinejad has repeatedly called for the destruction of Israel whom he calls “the little Satan” and the USA whom he calls “the great Satan”. But the major thing that should get our attention is that the prophet Ezekiel, in chapters 38-39, said in the latter days there would come against Israel an alliance lead by Russia (Rosh) from the far north in union with Iran (Persia) and other central Asian countries. All the areas designated by Ezekiel are Muslim nations today with the exception of Russia. Ezekiel VERY CLEARLY says in the latter days, this coalition of Muslim nations led by Russia will come together with the intent of ravaging Israel. Such a coalition is in view for the first time in 2500 years!!!
THREE: In recent months, the USA sent representatives to the Middle East to prepare the way for talks about dividing up Jerusalem for peace. The Bible teaches that in the last days, Jerusalem will become a flash point for global tension. All those who try to destroy Jerusalem will be severely hurt (cf. Zech. 12:1-3). Israel/Jerusalem is the apple of God’s eye and to touch it is to incur His wrath (cf. Zech. 2:8). In fact, one of the key reasons for God’s show down with the world at Armageddon is the fact that the world has divided up HIS LAND (cf. Joel 3:2). This is exactly what we see the world in the process of doing right now and the prophets tell us that this will eventually culminate in Armageddon. With all these “signs” casting their shadows, how close must the rapture be?
Caveat: God could upset the “fruit basket” and reassemble the stage at a later time. However, the world stage, in accordance with Biblical Prophecy, would seem to indicate that the climactic “last days” drama is about to begin. 

Thot: Romans 13:11 (NKJV) And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvationis nearer than when we first believed.
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