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“The God Of Israel”  

It is popular in our society to say, “I believe in God”. That is a generic and safe assertion as 92% claim to believe in some form of God. Politicians love to end their speeches by saying “God bless America!” On our coins, we read “In God we trust.” Twelve-step programs insist on believing in a “higher power”. We have the National Day of Prayer in which all people of “faith” are encouraged to pray to God. But the “spin” on exactly WHO God is varies greatly. Many people claim to believe in the reality of “God” generally, but true to the spirit of the postmodern age, don’t think anyone can know Who He is with certainty.  

However, the God of the Bible has gone to great lengths to reveal Himself in the context of history. From Genesis 12 forward He has done so in conjunction with TWO distinct witness programs. The first is ISRAEL and the second is the CHURCH. However, first and foundational is ISRAEL. Paul tells the largely Gentile church (by background) that we are “grafted in” and that “the root [Jewish heritage] supports you.” (Rom. 11:17-18). The real God has revealed Himself in history through the nation of Israel, and then building on that revelation, through the church. In this article, I am essentially addressing Israel.
In the Bible, God reveals Himself as the “God of Israel” 203 times. When Moses asked God what His name was, God identified Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and building on that declared His eternal name to be “I AM”. The eternal name of God is identified with this people group (cf. Ex. 3:13-15).  NEVER is God called the God of any other particular ethnic group! In terms of a nation He is the God of Israel. He is bound to this nation by covenant (Gen. 12:1-3, 13:14-17) and has uniquely chosen to reveal Himself to the world via this people group. Whether in blessing or in cursing, Israel is God’s unique witness nation (cf. Deut. 28:8-10, 45-46, Isa. 43:10-13, 21, Jer. 31:31-37, Rom. 11:12, 24-27). The God of Israel is the true God. This is the God of the Bible. 

The Exodus was such an awesome display of God’s power that it forever changed the Jewish calendar (cf. Ex. 12:6, 13-14, Lev. 23:5). God dramatically revealed Himself through Israel’s deliverance (cf. Deut. 4:32-39) and  this event became an on-going major testimony to the one true God (cf. Josh. 24:17, Neh. 9:10, Ps. 135:9, Jer. 32:20-21). The Passover, which commemorates it, is the oldest continually observed feast in existence having now been observed for 3500 years (cf. Ex. 12:24, 13:10). 

Building on His covenant relationship with Israel, God’s Shekinah glory led His people (cf. Ex. 40:34-38). He gave them the Law and the priesthood (Ex., Lev). He gave them prophets and sign miracles that confirmed their ministries (cf. Deut. 13, 18). He dwelt among them in the tabernacle and later in the Temple. Repeatedly, God shows His reality in relation to specific prophecy concerning His people Israel (cf. Isa. 44:6-8). God revealed very clearly that Judah would be taken captive to Babylon for 70 years and would then return to the land (cf. Jer. 25:11-12). It happened! This was revelation, but it is also history. In the fullness of time, God sent forth the promised Messiah in accordance with prophecy (cf. Isa. 9:1-7, 53, Mic. 5:2). Salvation is of the Jews (Jn. 4:22), but the Jews rejected their Messiah (cf. Jn. 1:11, Isa. 53:3). The Messiah, then in accordance with OT prophecy, predicted a worldwide dispersion for the Jews (Lk. 21:24). He also indicated a last-days return to the land (initially in deadness) in accordance with OT prophecy (cf. Mt. 24:15-16, Dan. 9:27, Isa. 11:11-12, Jer. 16:14-15, Ezek. 37:1-14). All of these realities have been a matter of revelation and now history in relation to Israel. Furthermore, God promises in the last days to glorify Himself before the whole world in conjunction with His working on behalf of the nation of Israel (cf. Ezek. 36:22-24, 39:7, Joel 3:2, Zech. 14).

Look at Israel as A KEY PROOF of the living God! Prophecy has been consistently fulfilled in Israel to the letter both in dispersion as well as re-gathering. Israel is uniquely God’s witness nation! (cf. Mic. 7:18-20, Rm.9:4-5)
Thot: Any so called “God” that is not the God of Israel is not the God of the Bible! (cf. Jer. 31:31-37)
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